
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 7 August 2013] 

 p2839d-2840a 
Hon Helen Morton 

 [1] 

STATE PLANNING POLICY 2.6 — STATE COASTAL PLANNING 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [2.05 pm]: I am pleased to 
provide the house with information on the government’s new policy to guide costal planning and protect our 
state’s unique coastline. The Minister for Planning, Hon John Day, MLA, launched the “State Planning Policy 
No. 2.6: State Coastal Planning” last Wednesday, 31 July at the 2013 State Coastal Conference in Esperance 
where representatives from state and local governments, and private sector organisations whose work relates to 
coastal planning and/or management were briefed on the new policy. The government is pleased that the new 
policy strikes the right balance between ensuring access to the coast for leisure and recreational activities and 
managing the need for housing and commercial development to accommodate our growing population, all while 
giving due consideration for environmental protection so that our unique Western Australian coast, one of the 
state’s greatest assets, can continue to be enjoyed by future generations. 
The state planning policy was first adopted in 2003 to provide policy direction on land use, planning and 
development issues specifically as they relate to the WA coast, as well as protect public foreshores and public 
access to the coast. The policy has had a number of amendments since 2003 with a full review commencing in 
2010. This resulted in a revised policy being released for public comment early last year. Sixty-three written 
submissions were received with 481 individual comments, which were generally supportive of the revised 
policy. The result is a policy that provides for a wide variety of use and development scenarios, including the 
protection, conservation and enhancement of coastal values. The policy gives greater consideration to and 
recognition of the diverse coastal types over more than 20 000 kilometres of coastline and allows for greater 
flexibility and innovation when managing coastal hazards. The revised policy also sees the removal of specific 
building height limits for development, with heights to be defined in local planning schemes and strategies to 
better reflect the local context. 

In response to environmental concerns, the policy states that the width of coastal foreshore reserves must 
accommodate for physical processes over time as well as recreational and other uses of the foreshore. In 
addition, the sea level rise value of 0.9 metres over 100 years has been included, which represents an increase 
from 0.38 metres in the previous policy and is based on the most up-to-date science and research in this area.  

The revised policy will provide guidance to state and local government agencies and those working in coastal 
planning and development. It will assist local governments in preparing schemes, amendments, structure plans, 
development proposals, and management plans that relate to the WA coast. Underpinning the government’s 
revised policy is the need to ensure the long term sustainability of WA’s coast and offer more robust guidance 
for land use and development. Balancing the impacts of our growing population with conserving our coastal 
environment has never been more important and I am pleased this revised policy demonstrates the state 
government’s commitment to planning reform and the need to protect our state’s coastline.  

The “State Planning Policy No. 2.6: State Coastal Planning” is available on the Department of Planning website 
(http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/publications/1168.asp). 
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